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In 1891, after years of teaching school in Renville County, 

selling insurance and carrying on other trades, John Albert 

Hendricks enrolled in the College of Law of the University of 

Minnesota. He graduated in the class of 1893, and was admitted 

to the bar that year. In February 1895, after a spell in the town 

of Sacred Heart, also in Renville County, he moved to Fosston, a 

village in Polk County, and reestablished his law practice.  He 

had a general practice according to his business card in the 

local newspaper in 1898:1  

 

A decade later his business card had changed: 2 

 

                                                           

1 The People’s Press, Fosston (Polk County), June 9, 1898, at 1.   
2 The Thirteen Towns, Fosston (Polk County), March 15, 1907, at 6 (enlarged).  
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Photograph of Fosston’s downtown business district in 1908: 3 

 

Because it was difficult to live off the earnings of a law practice 

in Fosston, he ran a separate business, Hendricks Land and Loan 

Co. (this was typical of other lawyers in rural areas at this time). 

In 1907, he placed this biographical sketch in The Book of 

Minnesotans: 4 

Hendricks, John Albert, lawyer; born at Lakeville, 
Minn., Dec. 14, 1865; son of Hendrick and Anna 
Hendricks; educated in public schools; Archibald’s 
Business College, Minneapolis, Minn., 1884; Minn-
eapolis Academy; University of Minnesota, College of 
Law, graduating, degree of LL.B., 1893. Paid his 
expenses at various educational institutions by work-
ing on farm and acting as insurance solicitor, traveling 
salesman and school teacher. Has been actively 

                                                           

3 Postcard of downtown business area in Fosston (1908).  LakesnWoods.com. 
4 Albert Nelson, Marquis, Book of Minnesotans 225-226 (1907). 
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engaged in practice of law since 1893. Also proprietor 
Hendricks Land and Loan Co. Republican. Lutheran. 
Married at Wilmer, Minn., December 30, 1897, to Miss 
Berthine Marie Bakke. Recreations: fishing and 
hunting.  Address: Fosston, Minn. 

 
In these years he gained renown for several victories in the 

Minnesota Supreme Court. In Stephenson v. Lohn, 115 Minn. 166, 

131 N.W. 1018 (1911) (Start, C. J.), the Court ruled that proceeds 

from the sale of land by a half-blood Chippewa Indian were not 

exempt from execution by his creditors.  Two years later, he 

prevailed in Torgerson v. Crookston Lumber Company, 123 

Minn. 476, 144 N. W. 154 (1913) (Brown, J), where the Court held 

that an operator of a dam on the Clearwater River was liable 

without proof of negligence for damages to property down-

stream caused by its intentional discharge of excessive amounts 

of water.5  These cases were highlighted in his profile in a 

history of Polk County published in 1916:  

John Albert Hendricks, a prominent lawyer residing at 
Fosston, is a native of Minnesota, born in Dacotah 
county, December 14, 1865. His father, Henry 
Peterson, who was a resident of Polk county during 
the latter years of his life, was a native of Norway and 
was among the first of his countrymen to seek a new 
home in the United States, a worthy pioneer in the 
wilderness of the northwest. This was in 1850; a few 
years later he returned to Norway. In 1864 he came to 
Dacotah county, Minnesota, where he lived for three 
years and then took a homestead claim in Renville 
county and made his home on this farm until 1900, 
when he removed to Polk county. His death occurred 
here in 1907, in his seventy-sixth year.  
 

                                                           

5 Torgerson v. Crookston Lumber Company is posted in the Appendix, at 11-14; 
while Stephenson v. Lohan is posted at 15-20.  
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John A. Hendricks was reared on his father's home-
stead in Renville county and received his early 
education in the common schools, later attending 
business college in Minneapolis and Minneapolis 
Academy, which is now called Minnesota College. He 
then spent several years teaching in his home county, 
in the public schools and also in the parochial school 
which is maintained by the Augustana Synod. But his 
ambitions were centered upon a professional career 
and in 1901(sic) he entered the law school of the State 
University.  
 
Upon his graduation in 1903 (sic) he was admitted to 
the bar and immediately established himself in Ren-
ville county, where he remained for about a year and a 
half. On February 14, 1895, he came to Fosston, where 
for twenty years he has engaged in the general 
practice of law with eminent success, becoming widely 
known through his capable and masterly handling of 
important land controversies. During the early years 
of his career the courts were largely concerned with 
title contests and land cases and it was in such 
litigation that he scored several notable and sig-
nificant victories.  
 
One of these involved the reversal of a supreme court 
decision; this was the case of Theodore Torgerson vs. 
the Crookston Lumber Company, relating to the 
overflow of Clearwater river. The Crookston Lumber 
company was then the largest lumber corporation in 
Minnesota and arrayed against Mr. Hendricks, in 
defense of its interests, the best legal talent of the 
state. But he carried his cause to a favorable decision 
through the nine days' trial in the circuit court and a 
long and hard-fought contest which covered three 
years. This decision, which establishes the rule that 
the defendant must disclose the facts and the plaintiff 
is not required to prove the facts in each case, is 
recorded in volume 144 of Northwestern Reports, and 
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in [volume 123] Minnesota Reports, and has been 
regarded with great favor in subsequent judicial 
proceedings in its application to many and various 
conditions. Another case [John Stephenson v. Lewis 
Lohn] which concerned one of the important questions 
of the time, in which Mr. Hendricks acquired further 
fame, was in reference to the land allotted to Indians 
of mixed blood, the courts ratifying his contention 
that the proceeds of a sale of such land differed from 
the proceeds of a sale of homestead land and was 
subject to attachment and garnishment.  
 
Mr. Hendricks takes an active and public-spirited 
interest in the affairs of the community in which he 
lives and as a member of the Republican party has 
given much efficient service in political campaigns 
and state conventions. He has been a candidate for the 
nomination for state's attorney and for a number of 
years has served as village attorney and as a member 
of the school board, and in the latter capacity has 
promoted the erection of the present high school 
building. In addition to his professional work he is 
interested in agricultural development and finds time 
for the management of his farms.  
 
In 1896 he was married to Bertina Maria Bakke of 
Willmar, Minnesota. They have three children, Camilla, 
who is a member of the 1916 high school class; 
Horace, and Byron A. Mr. Hendricks is an enthusiastic 
out-of-door sportsman, enjoying hunting and fishing 
and recreation at his cottage on the lakes. He is a 
member of the United Norwegian Lutheran church and 
has earnestly supported the plan for the union of 
Lutheran churches. 6 

 

                                                           

6 Return I. Holcombe & William H. Bingham eds., Compendium of History and 
Biography of Polk County 367-68 (1916).  The photograph on the first page is from 
this book. 
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Regarding his ambition to be the state attorney general, he may 

have sought the Republican Party’s nomination in a county or 

state convention but was never endorsed and never ran for this 

office in a general election.7 Around 1916 he moved to 

Crookston, the seat of Polk County.8 He continued to practice 

law and placed his business card in the local paper:9 

 

 

On November 8, 1921 he was elected judge of the Municipal 

Court of Crookston, defeating incumbent N. B. Moran by 183 

votes: 10 

Moran..................................791 
Hendricks..........................974 

                                                           

7 See generally “Results of Elections of Attorneys General, 1857-2018” (MLHP, 
2013-2018). 
8 His entry in the 1916 Catalogue of Alumni of the College of Law of the University 
of Minnesota  provides: 
 

 
9 The Polk County Leader and The Crookston Press, September 24, 1920, at 5.  The 
same ad was published in newspaper until he was elected judge..  
10 Crookston Daily Times November 9, 1921, front page.  He won five of the eight 
wards.     
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He did not seek reelection in 1923, and returned to private 

practice. Again his business card appeared in the newspaper:11 

 

In 1931, he retired because of declining health. Sometime later 

he and his wife moved to Morris, Minnesota, to be near their 

daughter.  There he died on July 11, 1938, at age seventy-two.  

His death was noted in both local newspapers. From the Morris 

Tribune:12 

J. A. Hendricks. 

J. A. Hendricks, respected resident of the city for the 

past seven years and father Mrs. E. W. Ames, passed 

away on Monday. He had been in poor health for a 

number of years.  

John Albert Hendricks was born on December 14, 

1865, at Lakeville, Minn. Later the family moved to a 

farm in Renville County. Mr. Hendricks taught school 

for two years, then attended the University of 

Minnesota and was graduated from the Law school in 

1893 and admitted to the bar. He practiced law in 

Sacred Heart for one year. In 1894 he moved to 

Fosston and practiced law there until 1916, when he 
                                                           

11 The Polk County Leader, October 3, 1924, at 7. It will be noted that he does not 
list his business address or telephone number. Nor does he mention that he was 
formerly municipal court judge. 
12 Morris Tribune, July 15, 1938, at 6 (funeral services omitted). 
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moved to Crookston where he continued to practice 

until March, 1931, when he was forced to retire 

because of ill health. He has since resided in Morris. 

While in Crookston, Mr. Hendricks served several 

terms as Municipal Judge and was always keenly 

interested in public affairs. He was a lifelong member 

of the Norwegian Lutheran Church in America.  

Mr. Hendricks was married to Berthine Bakke of 

Willmar on December 30, 1896. Three children are 

born of this union, and they with Mrs. Hendricks, 

survive. The children are Camellia (Mrs. E. W. Eames) 

of Morris, H. R. Hendricks of Wilmington, Del., and B. A. 

Hendricks of Northfield, Minn. One grandson, Earl 

Eames, Jr., of Morris, also survives. 

 

From the Morris Sun: 13 

 

     John Hendricks, father of Mrs. Earl W. Eames of this 

city, passed away on Monday. Mr. and Mrs. Hendricks 

have made their home in Morris for the last seven 

years.  

     John Albert Hendricks was born December 14th, 

1865, Lakeville. His parents moved to a farm in 

Renville County where he received his early education 

Mr. Hendricks taught school for two years. He then 

attended the University of Minnesota where he was 

graduated from the law department and was admitted 

to the bar in 1893. Mr. Hendricks practiced law in 

                                                           

13 Morris Sun, July 15, 1938, at 10 (names of survivors and funeral arrangements 

omitted). 
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Sacred Heart for one year, later going to Fosston 

where he practiced until 1916.  

     Mr. Hendricks was married to Berthine Bakke of 

Willmar on December 30th, 1896. He went to 

Crookston in 1916 to practice law until ill health 

forced him to retire in March, 1931. He served as 

municipal judge in Crookston for several terms and 

was interested in public affairs.  

     His many friends and acquaintances in Crookston 

regretted losing such a capable and helpful friend 

when he and Mrs. Hendricks decided to move to 

Morris, after his health failed forcing him to retire 

from public affairs. 

 

∞Ḧ∞ 
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